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BEmANSETC —— 155 f - Gyokuseniji has been situated at the foot of the Dewa Sanzan for about
EARBETUVI.C.HSET 155 i 700 years, built sometime around the Kamakura period (1251 AD).
WRzHH SET ——— 1005 It is said the priest Ryonenhomyo built Gyokusenji. He was regarded
h as the best disciple of the revered priest Dogen. Dogen was the
y founder of this branch of Buddhism known as Soto-shu (shu meaning
2 sect) the same as practiced at Gyokuseniji.
=] | The priest Ryonenhomyo was born in Korea and he learned his ascetic
ﬁi%ﬁ& E ) I l _Tj-j: practices at Kinzan Temple in China. While on a pilgrimage to Japan,
! he visited Mt. Haguro (One of the three sacred mountains that make up
BAEERSRY O 4H~10R 419 R~F%& 56 the Dewa Sanzan). During his return through Japan on his way back to
11B~3R 4319 K~F#% 45 China, he established the basis for Zen Buddhism by erecting many
(LEch#E(K) | Kannon Do. A temple or place where a kannon (a Buddhist statue) is

enshrined in iconic form.
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For the next 200 years, the history of Gyokusenji is not clear until the
Muromachi period (1333 to 1568). In the 2nd year of Kyotoku (1453
AD), the priest Nanei Kenshu of Kounji in Murakami Town in Niigata
Prefecture was restored to Gyokusenii at the request of the Lord of
Shonai, Fujiwara.

Since then, it has been one of the outstanding temples in Japan with a
long and distinguished history.
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The garden in Gyokusenji was
first created during the
Muromachi period (1450s), and

it is said that in 1640 during the
Edo period, Tenyu (the 50th
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FidFCLIcELLGIn A2 TLES redesigned the garden. - ;

REUI5H P 256 HA T3, The garden was redesigned in tI;)e style of Chisen Kaiyu Horai. The venerable T ity . . 4 O |HRILE

2 stones look silent and rigid representing the ascetics of Zen (Buddhism). This & e T EJNSEBA L - : J
)I : style of garden is designed to encompass us with peace and serenity. G R i geel = 11 I"l-;‘ <A Rl A il 2 18 AL T
—% In Showa 62 (1987), the garden was designated as a national cultural =~ _ ™ == # 2o = | %o IEH DD 1L [HiJ7 4] Th F B De
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